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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, AS 

SUBJECT: RESPONSIBILITIES AT DFA SECRETARIAT LEVEL 

1 . WITH THE TRANSFER AUGUST 18 OF DFA DEPUTY SECRETARY 
PETER HENDERSON TO MELBOURNE, WHERE HE WILL BE HIGHEST 
RANKING GOVERNMENT-INDUSTRY EXCHANGEE (WITH CON RIO TINTO 
ZINC OF AUSTRALIA UNTIL FEBRUARY 1979), NEW LINE-UP AT 
DEPUTY SECRETARY LEVEL OF DFA WILL BE ROY FERNANDEZ (WHO 
PHYSICALLY REPLACES HENDERSON ON A TEMPORARY BASIS) AND ALF 
PARSONS. PARSONS IS THE SENIOR DEPUTY SECRETARY, AND FILLS 

IN FOR SECRETARY NICK PARKINSON WHEN LATTER IS ABSENT. 

2. ROY FERNANDEZ WILL SUPERVISE DFA DEPARTMENTS AS 
FOLLOWS: WESTERN; DEFENSE; NUCLEAR; LEGAL AND TREATIES; 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND CONSULAR; AND PROTOCOL. 
(PROTOCOL'S FUNCTIONS INCLUDE REPRESENTING DFA ON THE 
INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR TERRORISM AND VIOLENCE). 

3. ALF PARSONS' RESPONSIBILITIES COVER THE REMAINING DFA 
DIVISIONS, NAMELY NORTH AND SOUTH ASIA; SOUTH EAST ASIA 
AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA (WHICH UNTIL HIS RECENT PROMOTION 
HE HEADED); ECONOMICS; PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND CULTURAL RELA- 
TIONS; AND MANAGEMENT AND FOREIGN SERVICE. 
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4. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, FERNANDEZ MOST RECENTLY 
HEADED NUCLEAR DIVISION, BEFORE WHICH HE WAS IN CHARGE 
OF DEFENSE. AS A PRACTICAL MATTER FERNANDEZ HANDLED 
BOTH DIVISIONS DURING THIS PERIOD AS HIS SUPPOSED 
REPLACEMENT, M.E. LYONS, HAS BEEN TIED UP WITH THE TORRES 
STRAIT NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE ENTIRE TIME. FERNANDEZ, AN 
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EXTREMELY ABLE OFFICER, WAS FORMERLY IN WASHINGTON 
(1969-73) AS AUSTRALIAN DCM. 

ALSTON 
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